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Clinton Presidential Library 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 

Little Rock, 72201 
 
 

Inventory for FOIA Request 2006-0680-F 
 
 
Records of Anthony Lake’s nomination and withdrawal as Director of Central Intelligence 
(DCI) and the nomination of George Tenet as DCI 
 
Extent 
25 folders, 1,265 pages 
 
Access 
Collection is open to all researchers.  Access to Clinton Presidential Records is governed by the 
Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 USC 2201) and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 
USC 552, as amended) and therefore records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance 
with legal exemptions. 
 
Copyright 
Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States government as 
part of their official duties are in the public domain.  Researchers are advised to consult the 
copyright law of the United States (Title 17, USC) which governs the making of photocopies or 
other reproductions of copyrighted material. 
 
Provenance 
Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton Presidential 
Library and administered by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) under 
the provisions of the Presidential Records Act (PRA). 
 
Processed by 
Staff Archivist, 2009.  Previously restricted materials are added as they are released. 
 
Scope and Content 
The materials in FOIA 2006-0680-F are a systematic body of documents responsive to the topic 
of the FOIA.  Researchers should consult the archivist about related materials. 
 
FOIA request 2006-0680-F contains records from the National Security Council (NSC).  
Anthony Lake was nominated by President Clinton on December 5, 1996 to be the Director of 
Central Intelligence (DCI).  Since January 1993, Lake had served as President Clinton's National 
Security Adviser.  During the run-up to his Senate confirmation hearings, Lake’s nomination ran 
into difficulties.  After several days of contentious hearings before the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, Lake withdrew his name from DCI consideration on March 18, 1997.  The next day, 
George Tenet, then Deputy Director of the CIA and former NSC Intel Director, was nominated 
by President Clinton as DCI.  Tenet was confirmed by the Senate on July 10, 1997, and sworn in 
as the CIA’s 16th Director the next day.  
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Documents were considered responsive to this FOIA if they were dated near the date of 
President Clinton’s December 1996 nomination of Lake to July 1997, when George Tenet was 
confirmed by the Senate. 
 
The White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Subject Files contain one relevant 
record.  A packet of material relating to the President’s official announcement of George Tenet’s 
nomination to Director of Central Intelligence may be found in FG006-11.  This packet includes 
a memo clearing Tenet’s nomination, and unsigned copy of President’s official nomination, and 
Tenet’s official biographical profile as Deputy Director of Central Intelligence.  
 
The White House Staff and Office Files contain memos, correspondence, talking points, press 
briefings, and emails.  Almost all of this material was publicly released in response to Anthony 
Lake’s nomination as DCI and press inquiries as to the role the National Security Council might 
have played in arranging meetings between President Clinton and foreign nationals.  The text of 
Lake’s answer to the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (SSCI) in reply to a question 
concerning whether or not the NSC advised the Chief Executive to meet with foreign 
representatives is one of the documents available to researchers in the collection.  It should be 
noted that many of the records opened were quite heavily redacted. 
 
The Automated Records Management System (Email) and Tape Restoration Project (Email) 
consists of email concerning Anthony Lake and George Tenet’s nomination to Director of 
Central Intelligence. Responsive email may best described as memos informing staff of changes 
of the DCI nomination. 
 
The NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management Systems contain additional information on 
Lake’s nomination and subsequent withdrawal and Tenet’s nomination. The NSC Cable System 
had no responsive hits.  The NSC Email System consists of several folders, which include Lake’s 
confirmation points to be used in press inquiries, legislative updates regarding the status of 
Lake’s nomination and upcoming hearings, drafts of a Washington Times op-ed by Ambassador 
Richard Schifter responding to the critics of Lake, press guidance to be used during Press 
Secretary briefings, drafts of Lake’s prepared remarks before the Senate Intelligence Committee, 
and President Clinton’s letter to Lake after his withdrawal from consideration as CIA Director. 
The NSC Records Management System includes a letter to Lake congratulating him on his 
nomination to be DCI and President Clinton’s remarks after Lake’s withdrawal. 
 
System of Arrangement 
Records that were responsive to this FOIA request were found in four collection areas— Clinton 
Presidential Records: WHORM Subject Files, Clinton Presidential Records:  White House Staff 
and Office Files, Clinton Presidential Records:  ARMS Emails, Clinton Presidential Records:  
NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management Systems.  As policy, Staff and Office Files are 
processed at the folder level, that is, individual documents are not selected and removed from a 
folder for processing.  While this method maintains folder integrity, it frequently results in the 
incidental processing of documents that are not wholly responsive to the subject area.  WHORM 
Subject files are processed at the document level.   
 
The WHORM Subject file was compiled by the White House Office of Records Management 
and is a series of categories designated by a letter/number combination.  A complete listing of 
the categories and detailed descriptions is provided in our research room and on our website. 
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The Automated Records Management System (ARMS) is a database that contains email records 
of the executive office of the President. This system maintained unclassified Presidential record 
email. The ARMS dataset is comprised of 6 sub-series of email records called “Buckets.” The 
buckets include NPR, OPD, POTUS, WHO, CEA, and Default.  ARMS emails are arranged 
chronologically by creation date. 
 
The following is a list of documents and folders processed in response to FOIA 2006-0680-F: 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: WHORM Subject Files 
 
Box 1 
Category Case Number 
FG006-11 Scanned: 229353SS 
 
Clinton Presidential Records:  White House Staff and Office Files 
National Security Council 
        James Baker – Legal Adviser 
             Lake, Tony & SSCI [Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [1] [OA/ID 1954] 
             Lake, Tony & SSCI [Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [2] [OA/ID 1954] 
             Lake, Tony & SSCI [Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [3] [OA/ID 1954] 
             Lake, Tony & SSCI [Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [4] [OA/ID 1954] 
             Lake, Tony & SSCI [Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [5] [OA/ID 1954] 
             Lake, Tony & SSCI [Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [6] [OA/ID 1954] 
             Written SSCI Questions for Lake [1] [OA/ID 1517] 
             Written SSCI Questions for Lake [2] [OA/ID 1517] 
             Written SSCI Questions for Lake [3] [OA/ID 1517] 
 
Box 2 
Clinton Presidential Records: Automated Records Management System (Email) 
OPD [OA/ID 250,000] 
           [CIA, Tenet, Lake] 
                      [01/13/1997] 
 
WHO [OA/ID 500,000] 
           [CIA, Tenet, Lake] 
                      [12/05/1996 – 07/29/1997] 
 
Default [OA/ID 1,100,000] 
           [CIA, Tenet, Lake] 
                      [12/05/1996] 
 
CEA [OA/ID 950,000] 
           [CIA, Tenet, Lake] 
                      [12/05/1996] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: Tape Restoration Project [Email] 
WHO [OA/ID 500,000] 
           [CIA, Tenet, Lake] 
                      [12/12/1996] 
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Default [OA/ID 1,100,000] 
           [CIA, Tenet, Lake] 
                      [12/09/1996 – 06/05/1997] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: Automated Records Management System (Email) 
NSC  
            [Lake and DCI and Nominat…] 
                        [12/09/1996] [OA/ID 1200000] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records:  NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management Systems 
(RMS) 
NSC Emails 
 MSMail-Record (Sept 94-Sept 97) 
  [Lake and DCI and Nominat…] 
   [12/05/1996-01/08/1997] [OA/ID 590000] 
   [01/09/1997-01/30/1997] [OA/ID 590000] 
   [02/03/1997-02/10/1997] [OA/ID 590000] 
   [02/13/1997-02/26/1997] [OA/ID 590000] 
   [02/27/1997-05/09/1997] [OA/ID 590000] 
  
 MSMail-Non-Record (Sept 94-Sept 97) 
  [Lake and DCI and Nominat…] 
   [12/10/1996-03/20/1997] [OA/ID 605000] 
 
NSC Records Management System 

PRS-Presidential Records  
[Lake and DCI and Nominat…] 

   9701842 [OA/ID 1608] 
   9701955 [OA/ID 1609] 
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